Complete Restgration * Custom Rods Classics

Classic Automotive
Restoration Specialists

What began in a small repair shop with two employees has now grown

fo a 35,000 sq. ft. shop in the tiny towngofsBelewsiCreek:

NorthiCarolina,

with a staff of 28 who are more artisans thlanr fragesmeq
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fter 15 years of Lear jets and inter-
Ana‘ciumﬂ travel, lim Barber left the

high flying corporate life for
something closer to the ground and a lot
closer to his heart.

A lifelong car enthusiast, Barber made
the decision to follow his passion for
restoring cars, trading pinstripes for a
paint booth. Classic Automotive Resto-
ration is entrepreneur-sized and a lot
smaller than the globe-straddling com-
pany that Barber left. But it succeeds
because of the corporate lessons he
applies on a very personal level.

The business gives Barber the opportu-
nity to indulge a life-long love of working

on cars. "1 had my first car when [ was
14,” Barber recalled of that 1969
Oldsmaobile Cutlass, 1t didn't matter that
he was too young to drive when he
bought it. “It took me two years to get it
ready for the road,” he says.

A few years later Barber's personal
collection had grown, “When my wife
and | got married, | had six cars, all
classics and restored,” Barber said.
“Everyone was joking at the wedding that
we could just string tarps between the
cars to have a place to live.”

Despite the hectic pace of extended
business trips, Barber continued to find
time to collect and restore muscle cars. “A

few years ago, my wife and two sons tried
to recall all the cars I've had,” said the
44-year old Barber. “We lost track in the
range of 53.”

That is not only a measure of Barber's
interest in cars, it's a barometer of his
determination. Life in the corporate
world was a lot different than punching a
time clock and going home at five. After
getting a mechanics degree [rom a junior
college, Barber had climbed very high on
the corporate org chart. As a senior
executive for Eaton Corp., Barber's work-
week often found him in foreign coun-
tries, managing accounts [or major car
makers before making the jet-lagged trip
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